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---Hannah Ye

In this short term mission trip to
Mexicali, we learned a lot about the lifestyles
of the Mexicans. From helping the children in
Canal Village Church, to meeting the orphans
in the orphanage, I've learned that we have
been blessed with our amazing lives and that
we shouldn’t take it for granted.

During our trip, we painted a part of a
church, helped out children, and experienced
what it was like to be an orphan that was
unwanted and rejected by everyone. Even
though it was extremely hot and the work was
tiring and dirty, we were still joyful and willing
to do more because God gave us a loving
heart to help others.

Compared to our lives and our family, we are
so lucky to have everything we have right
now: a loving family, a roof above our heads,
and most importantly, we have God that loves
and cares about us more than anything and a
church that welcomes every single person,
even if we committed countless numbers of
sins.

---Haotian Ye

| first want to thank the church
congregation for giving us this opportunity to
have our first mission trip of Spring Valley
church. Before we reached Mexicali, | only felt
as if this mission trip was to help others that
were in need like the poor villages. | did not



expect anything in return or any experiences
that would have an impact on my life.
However, there were two experiences that
deeply impacted me in Mexico. When we got
to the Canal Village church, | realized how
fortunate | was to live in such a luxurious
lifestyle compared to others. The housing was
very poor and resources were very limited. As
we painted the church and got to know the
community, | realized that these locals did not
care whether they lived in poor conditions,
they were always smiling and happy
whenever | tried talking with them. The locals
were very welcoming and the children were
very easy to play with even though we spoke
different languages. Besides the Canal Village
church, we also visited a local youth
orphanage that our friend, Gil, was working
with. In the orphanage were 33 kids around
my age, ranging from 13-17 years old, all
managed by one lady, Gabby, who was
determined to find a fruitful future for these
kids. Gil told me that all of these kids were
rejected by the government orphanage

ih o

HEFRRR—F

programs and even Christian orphanage
programs. | was also informed that some of
those kids even had official criminal records.
However when | personally talked with these
kids, | felt as if they were the same as | was,
normal children who enjoyed the company of
others. All they did was smile and laugh. If |
wasn’t told that they had criminal records,
that would’ve been the last thing | suspected
of them. Although these kids lived in a small
and hot room, they did not care because they
were happy and grateful that they have roof
to live under instead of the streets. Overall,
these experiences at Mexico have taught me
to appreciate and thank God for everything
that | have today, a nice house, good
resources, and an amazing education.
Therefore, | encourage everyone to pray
everyday to simply take the time to
appreciate everything in life and not to take
things for granted. | hope that everyone can
be impacted like | was from this testimony.
Thank you.
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